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VOLUNTEERS 
Statement 

HON SHELLEY PAYNE (Agricultural) [10.05 pm]: I would like to take a few minutes to acknowledge all the 
volunteers in our community. The volunteer movement is so valuable in Western Australia across our entire state. 
Our thousands of volunteers make a massive contribution to our communities and our economy. 
I would like to acknowledge how great it is that we have a minister with responsibility for volunteering. The week 
prior to our swearing in as members was Volunteer Week, so we did not get much opportunity to recognise it here in 
this house. During Volunteer Week, our Minister for Volunteering, Reece Whitby, honoured Western Australians 
at the WA Volunteer Service Awards, with 166 volunteers being recognised for over 25 years of service to a single 
organisation. Six of the recipients had been volunteering for over 50 years. 
Last week, we saw the Surf Life Saving WA awards of excellence to recognise the extraordinary contribution 
of volunteers from this organisation. Western Australia has thousands of amazing volunteers who belong to their 
local surf life saving club. Volunteers are the backbone of our community and deserve to be recognised for their 
important work. 
Thank A Volunteer Day will be held on 5 December 2021. Grants of up to $1 000 are available for community 
organisations to host events or activities on Thank a Volunteer Day. The grants support communities to celebrate 
Thank a Volunteer Day as a whole of community event to acknowledge and celebrate the role of volunteers in the 
community. Applications now open and close on 5 August. 
Volunteers commit thousands and thousands of hours each year, and their work is of particular importance when 
responding to emergency events across our vast state. This year alone, we have seen the recent cyclone Seroja, the 
Wooroloo and Gingin bushfires, and the flooding events. Volunteers have been absolutely crucial for responding to 
these events and getting our communities back up and running. 
With regard to the recent cyclone Seroja, over the duration of the event over 500 emergency services, WA government 
employees and volunteers from across Western Australia were deployed and were on the ground across the region 
to help with the recovery efforts. Emergency services personnel were assisted by volunteers both from across WA 
and those who had flown in from other states. This included more than 100 personnel from New South Wales, 
Victoria, Queensland and South Australia. Then there were all the other community volunteer organisations whose 
work is so important, like the BlazeAid team, which moved in after the event, and all the volunteers who stepped 
up to assist BlazeAid in its work to help rebuild. Then there were the hundreds of volunteers working within their 
communities to help get them back up and running, and who are still working hard to get things back to normal. 

Volunteer fire crews from all over the state assisted with the Wooroloo fire, including my local crew from Esperance, 
who are well experienced with tackling fires across our huge local government area in remote and challenging 
conditions. My community of Esperance sent two trucks and six volunteers for five days, a mixture of volunteer fire 
and rescue members and volunteer bush fire crew. They worked as part of the great southern strike force and were 
tasked mainly to the northern edge of the fire. It was challenging terrain but a great experience for them to be involved 
in fighting fire in a different environment from that in Esperance. This was not the first time, and nor will it be the 
last, that this Esperance crew has been mobilised to assist other communities in need, as so many other community 
fire crews do. When it comes to tackling fires, it is so important to build and maintain a strong volunteer base. This 
has been shown in the Wooroloo fire, the ones over east, and the ones we have had in Esperance, when we are able 
to put the call out and get such a large response, particularly in remote areas where we need volunteers.  

Volunteers are vital. I would like to acknowledge and thank all fire response volunteers for their ongoing contribution. 
I would also like to acknowledge the great work done by the Department of Fire and Emergency Services over 
the past four years in working collaboratively with regional communities and their many volunteers to develop 
tailored, purpose-built fire response vehicles for the regions and to acknowledge the varying conditions and 
needs across regional WA. This has been important, particularly in places like Esperance where the land area is 
vast, the terrain is difficult and traditional fire vehicles are not practical.  

In particular, I would like to acknowledge volunteers who dedicate their time not only to the emergency response, 
but also for working with our government to achieve better outcomes for their communities in the development of 
these tailored vehicles. It is extra time that they dedicated over and above the time that they dedicate to responding 
to fire events. It has been great to see the collaboration between volunteers and our government and also how this 
government supports the many volunteers across our state and recognises the value of volunteers across all sectors 
of our community. 
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